
Welcome 
We’re glad you’re here!

Kindergarten Teacher Panel



Teaching and learning are continually evolving practices 
that have been heavily researched for hundreds of years.  
And still, we are learning new things every day that help us 
improve the way we teach.  

As our teachers share some of these concepts with you 
this evening, please know that if they seem new to you, 
that’s OK!  We want to help you become the best pre-k 
educator you can be.

Introduction
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Phonemic Awareness is the ability to hear and manipulate the 
smallest unit of sound in spoken language (phoneme). These 
are all auditory activities.  Their are 43 phonemes in the english 
language. 

Phonemic Awareness Ideas:
● Listening Activities-sequence of sounds, hiding an alarm 

clock, and telephone.
● Rhyming-

Producing rhymes- you say a word and the child produces 
a rhyming word. (You say cat-they say bat/rat/mat/fat)

Phonemic Awareness 



Phonemic Awareness Ideas:
● Rhyming-

Recognizing  rhymes- you say two words and the child tells 
you if it rhymes or not. (1. cat/hat-yes    2. pig/pet-no)

● Concepts of Spoken Word- say a sentence, the child 
should use counters or fingers to count how many words 
are in the sentence. (I like to swim. (4) Yesterday it rained. 
(3)

Phonemic Awareness 



Phonological Awareness is about being able to hear and 
manipulate units of sound in spoken words. This includes 
syllables, onset, rime, and phonemes.

Phonological Awareness Ideas:
● Syllables- segmenting the parts of a word. The beat of the 

word, usually done by clapping. (ball(1), carpet(2), 
octopus(3), watermelon(4).

Phonological Awareness 



● Onset and Rime
○ Technically onset and rime are only applicable to one 

syllable words. 
○ The onset is the part of the word before the vowel.
○ The rime is the rest of the word.
○ Activities include:

■ Onset Deletion
■ Rime Deletion
■ Rime Substitution

*These activities help cement the idea that language is not 
only a representation of a concrete idea.

Phonological Awareness 



● Phoneme Isolation
○ This is the ability to identify and produce only one 

sound within a word.
■ Beginning sound
■ Ending sound
■ Middle sound

Activities include 
*Simply naming the appropriate sound
*Matching objects/pictures that have the same 

(beginning, middle, or ending) sound.
*Producing a word with the same (B,M,or E) sound.

Phonological Awareness 



● Phoneme Blending
○ This is the skill of taking 2 or more sounds and blending 

them together to create a word.
○ No text is allowed.
○ This is the SAME cognitive process kids will use when 

they begin reading!
○ Non-manipulative activities include

■ Rocket ship--blend these sounds together in your 
head, and blast off and say the word!

○ Manipulative activities include:
■ Sound boxes with counters/chips
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● Phoneme Segmentation
○ This is the skill of breaking a word into two or more 

sounds.
○ Non-manipulative activities include

■ Tapping on your arm
■ Karate chops
■ Count on your fingers

○ Manipulative activities include:
■ Reverse sound boxes with counters/chips

Phonological Awareness 



● Phoneme Manipulation
○ This is the process of adding sounds to a word 

(phoneme addition), taking sounds away from a word 
(phoneme subtraction), or changing a sound within a 
word (phoneme substitution)

○ Non-manipulative activities include
■ Simply doing it orally

○ Manipulative activities include:
■ Sound boxes

Phonological Awareness 



Phonics involves letters and sounds. The letter-sound 
relationship is considered phonics. 

● When?
○ Phonics can be taught as kids are introduced to letters.

● How?
○ There are several methods:

Alphabet charts with pictures
Songs
Kinesthetic Movements
Art projects
List of words that start with each letter
Videos, games, apps (Leap Frog is a classic!)

Phonics



In Kindergarten, we teach phonics every day. 
Early in the year, we go through the alphabet chart A LOT, 

naming the letter and the sound.
A main piece of our phonics program is the Words Their 

Way resource. The teacher teaches a specific set of sounds, 
demonstrates how to listen to the first sounds in words, and 
then sorts words into different groups based on first sounds. 
Kids then sort the words many times in many different ways 
during the week. Kids also try writing the words that we sort!

Phonics



An average child in our kindergarten program will master the 
following phonics concepts:

*The correct sound that each letter makes.
*The long and short sounds that each vowel makes.
*Digraphs (sh, ch, th, wh)
*Beginning blends (sp, sl, sk, etc.)

Kids who are ready for more advanced skills are identified and 
taught those higher-level skills in small groups.

Phonics



These are the words that appear so often in text that we just 
memorize them.
Just 100 words account for 50% of all the words in print in the 
U.S!
We teach kids to read these words in isolation, in sentences, in 
books, and we teach the kids to write these words from 
memory.

High Frequency Words



It would be helpful to have kids coming into kindergarten 
knowing a few more high frequency words. However, as 
important as this knowledge would be, it is far more important 
to have them starting kindergarten being proficient at 
phonemic awareness.

These would be the first words for incoming kindergartners to 
learn: I, am, can, we, the, like, see go, to, at.

High Frequency Words



Name writing-Uppercase first letter the rest lowercase

We begin school with our handwriting resource. It starts with 
the writing strokes (lines, circles, left, right, up, down, and 
slants) We focus on letter formation in the Fall using both 
uppercase and lowercase letters. We go through the whole 
alphabet, starting with the easiest to form progressing to the 
most difficult. The students write on dotted lines during this 
time.

Handwriting in Kindergarten



Phonetic/Invented Spelling **

Single words--labels, lists, etc.

Short sentences, sight word heavy

Longer sentences...captions, 

Groups of sentences--letters, narrative, informative, and 
opinion writing.

Writing in Kindergarten



While these concepts can seem overwhelming when you first 
hear about some of them, please know that these are things 
we will continue to work on throughout kindergarten.  They are 
not expected to be mastered before they get there.

The things you are doing now are helping your kids get ready 
for kindergarten, we promise!

What are some of the things that you are doing with your kids 
to help with their early reading skills? 

Literacy Wrap Up



Reading is important!  Children who develop early literacy skills see many benefits:

·       Improved function and development of brain

·       Higher academic success

·       Improved attention span and better concentration

·       Ignites creativity and imagination

·       Increases peer to peer relationships

·       Richer vocabulary, improved writing, better spelling and more articulate speaking

·       Completion of more years of school (including college)!

·       Higher standardized test scores (state and national tests like MCAs and ACTs)

Read Every Day!



We have read-to-self 
time every single day in 
kindergarten!

Read Every Day!



Math and number skills to practice:

-Counting from 1-20

-Counting objects one at a time

-Naming numbers from 1-20

Math and Numbers



Some things to help students be prepared socially and 
emotionally for kindergarten:

-Recognize and name feelings and emotions

-Share and take turns, in play and conversation

-Complete basic tasks independently

Social/Emotional Learning



Kindergarten Readiness Checklist

This checklist will help guide you as you prepare your child 
for school. Look at the list as goals to achieve not to master.  
Remember that children grow and develop at different rates. 
This resource can be found on the resource slide.

Kindergarten Readiness



● Please type your questions into the chat and we will 
answer as many of them as possible.

Questions for our panel?


